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 research ricerca: Sofi a Vittoria Nanni | season spring/summer 2019 stagione primavera/estate 2019

Like in Bartleby, the Scrivener by Herman Melville:

the monotonous gestures and rhythmic habits of everyday life

mark out comfort zones and, at one time, 

cages from which it is hard to escape.

We allay unease through routine, 

we find relief in the reiteration of mechanical actions.

The office, home, the commute 

are all islands in which we confine ourselves, 

cementing certainties.

Seeing the same places every day, doing the same tasks,

putting the same things in the same place, 

repeating a mantra, like pills of everyday reassurance.

Rigid schemes used as tranquillizers, maniacal order, 

obsessive organisation of things.

Seriality and reproduction, rules excluding exception, 

a fixation for perfection. 

Mathematical calculations, algebraic structures, 

troubling verifications and checks.

Compulsive methodical attitudes.

Accurate aspects, disciplined combinations.

Precise shapes, surgical cuts.

Replicated objects, identical accessories.

Aseptic colours: office blue and grey and paper white, 

brightened by bright reds and oranges.

Come in Bartleby, the Scrivener di Herman Melville:

gesti monotoni e ritmi cadenzati della vita di ogni giorno 

delineano zone di conforto e, ad un tempo, 

gabbie dalle quali è difficile liberarsi.

Sediamo il disagio attraverso la routine, 

troviamo sollievo nella reiterazione di azioni meccaniche.

L’ufficio, la casa, i tragitti quotidiani 

sono isole nelle quali confinarsi, 

cementando certezze.

Rivedere ogni giorno gli stessi luoghi, rifare le stesse operazioni, 

mettere le cose sempre nello stesso posto 

ripetono un mantra, come pillole di quotidiana rassicurazione.

Schemi rigidi usati come ansiolitici, ordine maniacale, 

organizzazione ossessiva delle cose.

Serialità e riproduzione, regola che esclude l’eccezione, 

fissazione per la perfezione. 

Calcoli matematici, strutture algebriche, 

verifiche e controlli assillanti.

Atteggiamenti metodici compulsivi.

Aspetti accurati, abbinamenti disciplinati.

Forme precise, tagli chirurgici.

Oggetti replicati, accessori sovrapponibili.

Colori asettici: blu e grigio ufficio e bianco carta, 

illuminati da rossi e arancio accesi.
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17-4402 TPG
walls

13-0550 TPG
obsession

16-1253 TPG
pill

18-4051 TPG
offi  ce chair

11-4800 TPG
toothpaste

19-3906 TPG
ritual
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Georgia Hardinge
s/s 2015
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everyday schemes
reiterated mechanical gestures
routine 

schemi quotidiani
gesti meccanici reiterati
routine
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confined life
strenuous regularity
hollowed-out colours

vita confinata
regolarità estenuante
svuotamenti cromatici
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17-4402 TPG
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Lacquer Embassy
a/w 2017.18

05
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1. Zip Gfd - 2. Conceria Montebello - 3. Gunold - 4. Piave Maitex - 5. Gruppo Uniesse
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Meré

repetitive tasks
anonymous figures

mansioni ripetitive
figure anonime
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reassuring order
divisionism of things 
backgrounds of colour

ordine rassicurante
divisionismo delle cose 
campiture di colore
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Borbonese
s/s 2018

Chalayan 
a/w 2014.15 pre-collection

Bally
s/s 2018
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1. Sa.Ma.Tex - 2. Cobrax - 3. Bottonifi cio Piemontese - 4. Gruppo Uniesse - 5. Tintunita - 6. Benericetti - 7. Lanfranchi
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1. Ramponi - 2. Bottonifi cio Piemontese - 3. Cobrax - 4. Gritti Group - 5. Zip Gfd - 6. Gratacós - 7. Carvico - 8. Gunold - 9. Bottonifi cio Padano
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Lacquer Embassy
a/w 2017.18

ceremonial behaviour
organised minutiae
comfortable perfection

comportamenti cerimoniali
minuzie organizzate
perfezione confortevole

16-1253 TPG

13-0550 TPG
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1. Tintunita - 2. Piave Maitex - 3. Texpiel - 4. Luxury Jersey - 5. Botto Giuseppe - 6. Bottonifi cio Padano
7. Nella Tessuti - 8. Europ Marchini
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1. Zip Gfd - 2. Gruppo Uniesse - 3. Lartigianabottoni - 4. Tintunita - 5. Jersey Lomellina - 6. Olimpias Accessories Division
7. Conceria Montebello
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spasmodic control 
orderly arrangement

seriality 

controllo spasmodico 
disporre con regola

serialità

Nour
Landscape Collection

Hussein Chalayan
s/s 1999
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Nour
Landscape Collection
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compulsive ritual 
replicas and sequences 

rituale compulsivo
repliche e sequenze
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1. Reca Group - 2. Nella Tessuti - 3. Conceria Montebello - 4. Gruppo Uniesse - 5. Preppy — Gritti Group - 6. Sandra b - 7. archive

1

2

33

4

5

7

6

6712345671234567

4

S/S 2019 P/E 2019  |  SEASON TRENDS TEMI DI STAGIONE  |  I WOULD PREFER NOT TO  |  193

TEMA-SOFIA    172-197.indd   23TEMA-SOFIA    172-197.indd   23 16/01/18   16:5616/01/18   16:56

numerical mantras
concatenations

mantra numerici
concatenazioni
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Georgia Hardinge
s/s 2015
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interior cages

paralysing obsession

gabbie interiori
ossessione paralizzante

TEMA-SOFIA    172-197.indd   25TEMA-SOFIA    172-197.indd   25 16/01/18   16:5616/01/18   16:56

17

11-4800 TPG

19-3906 TPG

TEMA-SOFIA    172-197.indd   24TEMA-SOFIA    172-197.indd   24 16/01/18   16:5616/01/18   16:56



tadaocern.com

lernertandsander.com

nour.com.tw

joshkline.info

diegodelgadoelias.comgeorgiahardinge.co.ukmikenelson.org.uk
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roxypaine.com

karstenbott.de

bortolozzi.com/ibon-aranberri

georgiahardinge.co.uk

lacquerembassy.com

lensvelt.nl hanne-darboven.org
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